STORM CLOUDS.

was that a powerful enemy was thus raised up in the
centre of the king's dominions. Christian, following
the counsel of Sigbrit, planned another wholesale
massacre of the nobles whom he believed favourable
to Frederick's cause. The matter got known, and
in consequence a council was held by them in which
they drew up a deed, renouncing their allegiance to
Christian and choosing Frederick in his place to fill
the Danish throne.

A question arose as to who should convey the
perilous document to the king. A certain monk of
Jutland offered to bear the ill tidings. He met the
king as he was proceeding to one of his castles.
Assuming an open and cheerful countenance he
managed to get himself asked to dinner by the king,
and continued to amuse him and divert all suspicions
till the king retired to rest. Then, placing the de-
spatch in one of his gloves, he left it on the table, went
quietly out and escaped by a boat which he had
ordered to be in readiness. A page who found the
despatch next morning carried it to the king.

Christian, who till then had blustered and dis-
believed in real danger, grew alarmed when he read
this unexpected paper. He wrote to those who sub-
scribed it saying " that he submitted himself to the
emperor and other disinterested princes as his judges.
As to the massacre at Stockholm, he would atone
for it; he would fill the country with churches and
monasteries, and undergo any penance which the Pope
might impose. The Council and States should have
from him fresh securities, if only they would retract
their step and turn from him this dishonou^r they